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11 July 2011

Press Release
NHS Trusts to receive £1,192,000, as NHS Shared Business Services delivers savings

NHS Shared Business Services (NHS SBS), market leader in business support services for the NHS, today reported that funds of £1,192,000 due to the Department of Health as a shareholder of NHS SBS, have been distributed once again to existing NHS SBS clients.
An organisation experienced in delivering proven cost savings, NHS SBS is also expanding its portfolio of services to enable NHS Trusts to achieve even greater cost and efficiency savings in 2011.
Earlier this year NHS SBS expanded its services with the launch of Commercial Procurement Solutions, designed to ensure value for money procurement in the NHS through end-to-end procurement management including spend analytics, strategic sourcing and business transformation – working with clinicians and NHS managers to drive significant cash releasing savings.

John Neilson, Chief Executive of NHS SBS, said: “With ambitious savings targets to reach, NHS Trusts are looking at ways to ensure funding remains focussed on quality and patient care.  NHS SBS has demonstrated that Trusts can make proven cost savings in their back office, as well as benefitting from added value services.  Our commitment to working in partnership with NHS Trusts is further demonstrated in being able once again to distribute more than £1million to our existing clients”.

He added, “The transition to Clinical Commissioning Groups will be a key driver for change in the way the NHS manages back office services and requires access to good quality data. By creating these savings and implementing streamlined, modern systems, we are well placed to support Trusts and consortia in this area.”
Paul Biddle, Director of Finance at the Royal Surrey County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust said: 
"NHS Shared Business Services has improved our control of spend and introduced a discipline across many of our Finance processes, in particular our monthly closing process. This supported the Trust becoming a Foundation Trust in December 2009 and achieving a consistent Financial Risk Rating of 4 - establishing the Royal Surrey as one of the top performing Foundation Trusts."

This is the second year running that NHS SBS has announced significant savings for its NHS clients; in 2010 the joint venture was also able to give back just over £1m to client Trusts in addition to the operational savings achieved. 
Ends

About NHS Shared Business Services: www.sbs.nhs.uk

NHS Shared Business Services (NHS SBS) is a unique joint venture between the Department of Health and Steria, and is the market leader in business support services for the NHS.  It currently provides Finance & Accounting, Payroll, Family Health Services and Commercial Procurement Solutions to all types of NHS organisations.  More than 27 million people in England have NHS healthcare delivered by NHS SBS clients. 

NHS SBS provides a range of value added services to enable NHS trusts to focus on strategic  decision making and business improvement activities, whilst benefiting from operational efficiencies and real cost savings of between 20% and 40%. 
With over 1,400 people employed and in excess of £41 billion of payments processed per annum, NHS SBS works with over 40% of NHS organisations to deliver savings, improved service quality and peace of mind.  
About Steria: www.steria.com
Steria delivers IT enabled business services which help organisations in the public and private sectors operate more efficiently and profitably. By combining in depth understanding of our clients’ businesses with expertise in IT and business process outsourcing, we take on our clients’ challenges and develop innovative solutions to address them. Through our highly collaborative consulting style, we work with our clients to transform their business, enabling them to focus on what they do best. Our 20,000 people, working across 16 countries, support the systems, services and processes that make today’s world turn, touching the lives of millions around the globe each day. 

Founded in 1969, Steria has offices in Europe, India, North Africa and SE Asia and a 2010 revenue of €1.7 billion. 20%(*) of Steria’s capital is owned by its employees. Headquartered in Paris, Steria is listed on the Euronext Paris market. 


(*): including the Employees Shares Trust in the UK 
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